SERMON OF A MISSIS-
EPISCOPAL MINISTER.

Sxtract From a Sermon iIn S James
Episcopal (hurch at Greeaville, M.,
on Aug. 11, by the Rev. Quiney Ewing.

may be well to preface my remarks
morning with the statement that what
say of Mississippi might be said
with equal justice of several other Southern
States. | speak of Mississippl, because 1
Yve in Mississippi, and am more intimately
gonoerned with the affairs of Misslssippt
than with those of any other State
My text is the Ssrmon on the Mount of
Jesus Christ and the Constitution of the
Mate of Mississippl My subject wsug-
by the text is the Lynohing of
Negroes In Mississippt
It is no pleasure to me to speak upon
this subject to-day It ls very decidedly
palaful to me, a Southern man, sired and
red, motherad and grandmothered,
by BSouthern people, born and reared
further south than the latiiude of this
town; it I8 very decldedly painful 1o me
80 have to dea! with this subject, and, iu
dealing with it, to say what the time de-
mands shall be sald It could give me
po pleasure to needto speak out fu de-
punciation of crime, lawlessness, brutality
anywhere on the earth. but perhaps It s a
pardonable infirmity of human nature for
one to feel more pain in acknowledging
and denouncing the sins of one's own land,
one's own people. than in holding up the
standard of mora! protest against the erimes
of people separated from one hy an ocean,
or & Mason and Mxon's lne 1 confess
to such an infirmity  Bat [ should be unfit
to stand o this place, 17 1 allowed that In-
firmity to blind my eves to one of the dismal-
ont orimes of the ages, bhocauso it is being
perpetratad in this Southern land by South-
ern men; ortoseal my lips from denuncia-

| ook @

tion of that crime, and the moral tone of |

the South, and especially of this State,
So-day; the mora' tone which permits It,
and in certain quarters makes a virtue of It

If some one were to declare in Boston,
that thera were wore Massachusetts mur-
derers in Massachusetts outside than in
aide the State peunltentiary, or that the
great majority of Massachiv  ta murderers
were pot hanged, or imprisoned. or hrought
to trial, or arrested who would doubt
that a very untrue and foollsh thing had
been sald. that an absurd slander had been
uttered against the fair name of Massa
chusetts? But if some one were to stand
up In Greenville to-day  and declare
that there are more Mississippl murderers
outside than inside the State prison.  that
the great majority of Misslssippl murderers
are never hanged, or imprisoned, or brought

to trlal, or Indioted, or arrested, or foroed |

to flee from one ocounty to another, or
periously bLothered In any war-If some
ope were to stand up in Greenville and say
that. who could be sure that Le had sald
en untrue thing” Who could truthfully

declare that an absurd slander had been |

utterad against the State? Who oconld
fairly deny that but the simple truth had

been spoken? Who could be so blind and |

so dull as to aontend that the men of all
ocolors and races who have beeu hanged,
or imprisoned, or triad, or arrested, or
fined, or bothered, for murder, have not
been outoumbered during the past ten

years, by the men of one race, and that |

race the one to which we belong by the
men of one race, who have met together
in bends and crowds, and dalinerately
slain their fallow men, setting aside all the
forms of law and making of themseves
murderers as clearly as he who lies in am-
bush and sends a bullet through the heart
of his foe? It is not denunciation, under
stand, to say that every lyncher is a mur
derer just as surely a murderer asx anv
one who ever dangled from a gallows
That is not denunclation 1t is but a state-
t of fact In lhun.ufh accord with the
w of the State of Mississippl  And the
is not altered by whal the lynche
may think of himself, or what Lis friends
may think of him e is a murderer i
the eyes of Almighty God, uniess God Al
Ly sits blind or asleep upon His Thrope
the lyncher does his Devil's work
He Is a murderer -supposing there s no
God mighty or unmighty, and the lynoher
fs bhardly to be cxpected to suppose any
thing about any sort of God- he is & mur-
derer, because the law of the State of Missis-
slpypi has no other uamwe for him! It is his
mﬁkr to repudiate God Almighty and
Almighty's justioe, or think he does,
but he cannot, living in Missiasippl, re-
to the State of Mississippl; be cannot
outlaw the State's law, however he may
violate it and tramplo it under foot, because
the State, in spite of i1« law, which names
murder murder, s cursed by a lot of cow
ardly or criminal ofMcials, withomt the
perve or the inclination (o protect & pris-
oner from a cowardly and criminal wol,
or to bring murdercrs to justoo, swift or
tardy, aftor their murder s done!
Now, surely this is a fact that ought ¢
ml very pailnfully and wragiocally 1o the
t,

law-abadic
—the strong probalality, or certalnty,
that the great majority of Misissippi mur-
derers are nol {mn ed, or imprisoned,
or arrested, or forced 1o leave v’ State
or even 1o change thelr residence from
one county to another! So long as this
robatility, or this certainty, remains,
hat decant law-aluding man can be proud
to own himselfl & son or eltizen of Missis
oippl? What decent, law-alading citiesn
© WMII can think of the civilivauion
of State as of a sort that might be copued
2 its advantage Ly any otber Nale
ocommunity on the face of God's varth
exonpt, w, some communlty whoere
it s la --u‘nnm for men 1o batter out
one another's brains, and spill one an
other's blood, and feed on the one, and
drink the other? If that is acivilised
Btate whers it is probable thai o Joiity
of its murderers from vear 'o year, from
deoade to deoade, are not made 1o fael Ly
ﬁhw. or prison, or fine, or banishment
L they limve comumittea an ofecos agains
the Sate's law
who will defive for us harbarous one®
B that i an slevated enlightenad, Chricia
Brate, who will distinguish for us bet ween
and one that fron the standpoint of
Jesus Christ s mornlly blind, and brutal,
and dagradedt, et wien and SO ther
Btate that nugit 1o pointed 1o as testiving
ur mistakatdy wal togw the o8
Wtenoe and very sotive and avish epins-
don of the Devi
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| der him

t‘l‘

citigens of Mississippl |

| of
| death
or !

if that is a eivilized State, | !

| whalever

r want to replace the negro by some other
of er qualitled than he
theso th ?
Nay, this explanation could not ex-
i We are not trying to get rid of
. we are not longl upu-hnf
own cotton, or hlack our own ., Or
dirt on our own levees. we don't want him |
10 leuve us; we are not anxious to replace 1
him with any other maoe of people. We
want the negro o stay with us, his virtues
appeal to the m'l‘:::ruv of our pockets,
if not to the hu ty of our hearts! ‘v |
from this county to another, make |
yourself comspicuous urging the negroes
to leave there and come here, and you will |
be likely to get warnmer entertainment
from the white eltizens of that county |
than you desire  You mlﬁl get a coat of |
tar and feathers, or be ridden on a rail, or |
a stray  bullet a0 deeply would your |
affort 1o rid them of the pegrv be appre
ciated by the aforesald white cltizens!
The dullest of us knows that the great
bulk of raw material of the State's wealth
s produced from year 10 year by negro |
lalbor The bread we eat, the summer |
tripe wo taka) the houses we live in, the |
tallor-made suits and silk dresses wo wear,
the money we put into missionary boxes
to Christianize vellow people in Ching and
Japan, point all, or nearly all, directly
of lmlirectly, to negro labor 1o nagro men
and women, to negro grandfathers and
grandmothers and [ittle children, picking
our ootton, or gathering our oorn, while
we work or sit under cover, and fan our- |
selves, or have ourselves fanned Ly elec
tricity - and complain of the heat'’ ’
No, we don't want to get rid of the negro
He tried to got rid of us, 1 have been told,
sote Years ago, e getting away from us
in this county, and steamboats were not
allowed to land in front of this town
to take him away. | have been told that
shotgune in the hands of white men for
bade him to leave Washington county to
more congenial M.vlrum’mm in

Kansas'
We dou't want to get rid of the negro
he is our wealth producer, yet we lynch
him; murder himi with as Ifttle sonse of
the law's offended majesty as would possess
us if we were killing a retuesnake or a
dog!
voeh Lim, becanuse we are trving
here in
wre and

Do we

the first instance.  for comlog

| thriving here, and getting us 8o accust omed

to him that we cannot now do without
him, in spite of our dislike for him? Nay,
for we all know, his coming lere in the
any choloe |
of his.  our ancesgors wanded him to come
and he thought of coming only when the
coming was forced upon him, only when
he was in the power of white men whose
business it was to buy him or steal him in
Africa, and see that he did come here i
salable condition! 1 doubt if you or 1
ever saw & single nagro whose ancestors
eate to this country of their own will,
and not rather by the will of some of owr
Ancesturs

Do we lyneh the negro hedauss he  has
invented some new, stupendous orime hat
white men have no taste for. or becanse
he is prone to indulge in many erimes that
civilized white men have quite outgrown? |
Nay, the negro has not invented any pew
erime Le s not lynched for any one crime
only, he is lynehed ain and again, for

! erimes that white men have not outgrown

and do freguently commit  We are likely
10 pick up & paper any day, and read, with-
out any emotion of great surprise, that a
negro has been lvnched In Mississlppl for
assnult and battery, or some offence less
thau assault and battery! Look at that
afair in the County of Carroll- that affair
with it mob that uldn't bhe restrained
i it mad thirst for hiood by the Goveguor
of the State, the District Attornev, the
Clreuit Judge and the ‘uwlmf citizgens
A white man suspects a n«qm oy of put- |
ting rough-on-rats in his drinking water
He gots up s party of his friends, and goes
with them to the house of that boy, and
mwurders him. There is no mob to n\o-nfn
this murder We do not read that the
murderers were ever (ried, or indioted, or
" . or bothered in any way The
dago's idea seeins here 10 have been borne
out very vividly and improssivels ““Me no
think it harm to kill nig in

Miss sip'”
The murderers of that negro bov knew
as woll as they kuew anything on this
earth that if there was producible the
very thinnest reasonable evidence that
he had polsoned the water jugs, he could
be indicted. tried, convicted, and punished
according to law Byt they chose to mur-
The relatives of that murdersd
boy, unable to invoke the Law's avengin
arm, themselves resolve upoq an awfu
crime following the cxample of the white
murderers, resolte upon it and commat it
ey murder the parents of the leader
of the band who Lad shown them how easily
a owrder might Le committed. lmme-
diately & !”".h“'ﬂ mob is formed, and they |
are not going ! w over-particylar, not st
squeamisli, as o whom they |vach!
Aond Iynch they do & Lhelpless old woman
and voung girl, not known, as far as au-
thenty l-~§-ut|‘ shaw, to have lad anythin
o do with the murder of the uu--ﬁ
cuuple  And lvneh they do -after
Governor's visit and plea

for law and «
A Begry DAL, DO KBowWn

the
rder
bad
s
[ the
nobody

o have
anything'to do with the murder, and
scribed in the preas report &s ol
most *rusted ves in the county
in tarrollton, 1t seems, had heurd auny
charge whispered against bl of come-
icity in the horribde erlme— Lyt the mob
!- nt work —and an order conws 1o Larroll-
ton for his cofin’  Mis ¢
been that he was 4 servant
people, and socupled a cabin two
vards from thelr resddenes He, of coqirme,
should have preventsd the murder of lus
emplovers, even if he was quiety o his bed
aslecn and hed no dream  tha!  murder
thivatensd them!'! And while the L ois
ongage! 1o this delectable  rampage of
lu.{ Lery the actual perpetratom ol the
bloody  dewd  encape he  ringleadeors
the m know that they an

1w

patiing to
only witiesses whi

ritne seetos 1o have
of the aged
bundred

evuld help
them 1o & knowledge of the murderers ut
lar nurnt e thes "

sbily their whervabouts, vet the lvne
orgy goes on proving well enough
the mob was not woved so muach by the
denire 1o serve justioe in & rude and bar-
barous way, as by the utierly despieabie,
Lratal impnise 1o go out aad kil & “lot of
lgger. becmuse & white man and woman
h.nrla~ nomrdersd Ly negroes!

Far be vt fron y extenuate for one
moment the shooking critue which oon
sansed the death of ] . s
n I eoumy i
shouid have e
induted egally
and legally hanged
wibie But there was noth
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L of the State

| naking for a solution of this

| vainly
i blood!

| the centuries gone

; Do we
2

of our oft-repeatoed boast of raoe riority,
our oft-uttered conviotion that white

matura), nherent
superfority of his in and character,
is destined to lead and rule, and the black
man, by reason of the natural inferiority
of his intellect and character, to follow
and serve? The politician wanting votes
in solid blogks may afford o play upon the
emotions of the dull and thoughtiess with
tha bugahoo of negro doination: but ean
the thinking white men of Mississippi in
this day afford to confess to themeelves
even that they are afrald of negro domina-
tion? Can they afford to acknowledge
themsalves such ridiculous cowards? Can
they afford to admit that, dealt with justly,
dealt with in simple obedience to the laws
the nogro will rise to the top
of lhm,‘x- p--h'ml. and hold then weithin
and wriggling in subjection at the bottom
I cannot bring myself to believe that the
dominant white people of Mississippl en-
tertain any such puerile fear'

One more question, and then | am
woblew
negroes lynched in
they were dealt with
citizens of the State,

dons

gtnbkm it be Are
Missinsippi, lest, if
when criminal as

in accorgdance with the laws that white men |

make and enforee, they might, perociving
their equality with white people before
the law, gradually. by slow degrees, push
on to something like squali'y with white
people in the ways and by wave of so-
mety?  Are they lynched in order o koep
solid and sound the mortar between the
stones that bulld the barrier wall against
“social egquay*®  Nay, nav, nav'

will no l ‘hy, white men of the sort
that gather_ in mobs 15 “lyneh niggers”
are doing more right here in this town,
in the year 1901, are doing more, doubitiess,
N evenr
molested. 1o hatter down this barrier wall
agoinst social equality than has ever been
done by the negroes in all their history
as American oitigens’ | nesd not be more
explieit, you know what | mean: and if
possibly vou da not I need only say. Keep
VOLE SVes PN Bs wilk vour street
keop them open night or day and vou will
know!

For of the
the negro lvnehed in Mississippl He is
lvnched for the very simple reason  that
in ra he ix an allen to the people who
lyneh him, and by reason of the law, an
respected and administerad, their under.
ling, powerless to appeal to the law for
{m.tn tion  Keplacw the negro in Mississippi
WALy her race of allens, make them
also underlings, and ax cortain as the sun
shines, they would e lynched just as the
negro . And this weans that the same
essential spicit is dominant in Mississippt -
in Mississippi of the twontisth century thia

do

Yo

none roasons suggosted s

wis dominant in Europe in the Dark Ages |

nai *ied in France more than five hun-
dred vears ago, when pi..;,- laovds can-
velled a third of the claims held by Jows
aguiust Frenchmen for the bepeflt of his
soul, that ruled et Verdun, where the
Jews, wad with agony, haddled toget her
in a tower of refuge. hurled down their
children o the howling mob, hoping thus,
to satinte their grosd for ﬂuw;-n
eascntially samme spirit that
five hundred vears ago, lighted a fire for
overy Jew in whole French provinoes,
and dug that trench at Chir and ralsed
t hat pﬁu where nearly two hundred Jow
ish men and women wers burned together
burned becnuse
not Frenchmen relig
men by race’
Alas’ alas’ that we should do such hoast
ing of civihisation putting to
-l-(“u boasting of
rogress, owr freedom, our democrat)
deals, our enlightened laws: such Hoas
ing, while we hark back to the dark age
to copy it standards and methods.  such
boastiag, snd we are not vet wnlightened
enough to abstain from  trampling under
bloody feet the law we boast of, not yet
sters sufMcient iy f the passions that
en the 'uug- of one brute in the throst
another not his kind; that we are abilo

the

Ly on, not French

aour

Our
1

n
fas
of

| to treat wiih simple justioe, to deal witl

oven aocording 1o the forms of law, the
members of an allen and weaker race
dwelling among us by our own will, surely,
as much as their own'

Can the lynching of negroes bin stopped
in Mississippd?  Can it be stopped’ It can
be, Just as soon as the people of ."ﬁlihll’l'l
eloct & Legislature decont encugh 1o want
1o stop it We have slected a decsnt Gov-
ernor, and all honor crown Lis head for the
stand he has taken in this inatter of negro
Ivnehing, in the face of his Llatant and
venomous detractors’ We have elected o
decent Governor now let the pwople of
Mississippl elect a decent Lagislature and
the lynching demon will e bound within
its hell-den

Floct |l'r

i
|
|

islature with manhood enough
with moral Lackbone enough, to pass a law
sinply tmposing & Lig mone) fine upon
any county in wiioh a lymebing oocurs
and lynehings, 1 doub® not, would be of
rAre OOCUrrencs even i our oounties that
civillzation has most slighted Probe the
pocket of the lyncher und vou will speedily
Kt at his Conmoenoe

Floot a Legi=iature with deconcy enough
to Wl P ynching, manifest «d
pessing of & luw vacat the Sheriff '« o
wnd making the Shenff forever ineligible
to any office of any kind wh -u-nnﬂww.
& prisoner to & mo d net do ail that
ooubd reasonatidy o hin
prevent anybody va erime from
faiiing into the hands of a mob al
woul disoourage  Iyoching  for
reasots that 1 nesd ot mention I come
neither of these laws should discourage
suficientlv, et logsiature give the

power to Mlu’

Gluvernor explu LEoO ) w
Into anyY tounty where in han Judgr ent the
Sherifll s cleariy w0t dolng his du s
*standiog in with” a mob, lhas n tuken
' revantions which the law allows
protect a prisoner from would-be
ur persons not prisoners from
frenz to metul troops into the
to et the mob El'n! runt then
dJown and drag them to prison, just as
Federa! troops in the West have often ran
down and drage~dl Prison  muarderons
Indians and white desjwradoss
| have slways beoen,. and am pow & NMates
Rights Demoerat, but | say, with no sor
of hesitation that if Mississlppi cannot put
Ihnehing of negroes withig
negroes, ot s remember
of the United N as
Misslssipgn then the Federsl
to take & hand in ths
netitution of the United
) Constitation and
Missinsipgn, w shoved mside sl |
down every Limme & Iveching
his = I Miscissips cane
vho are als g ns
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other town of Mississinpl, un- |

fundamentally, they were |

shame |

| kuow that he, too
| ranch
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v Are.
do need such & law and order lsague
in Washi county to these
black in right to live; to see
to it that havi the ballot, they shall
ot lose their lives egoept by mu?nd
of the sov law of the Btate of Mins.
| ssippt If such a league s formed here
| I wans 1o be a member of it 1 dom't want
{to be passed by beosuse I stand In this
puipit on Sunday | have stood here to-day
| and oriticisnd the Btate of Mississippl. |
am ready to.morrow or to-day o r
| my life facing any mob to keep the biot
| upon the ssoutcheon of her Btatehood
| from getiing any bigger or blacker.
OWNLERLESS GOLD BARS.

|w¢ﬂnnqunnu. Miltlon Dollars, and |

the Mystery Never Cleared 1p.
From the Washington Kvening Nar
“The recent theft of 130,000 worth of gold
bars from the mint in Ras Francisco and
the rohibery of over a guarter of a wiltlien
of dollars, also in gold bars, from the Selby
smelting worka pear Ban Fruncisco, onlis to
miud the disouvery of a large hut unknown
Lquantity of gold In bare in g house which
| was be ng demolished in Oukland. just soross
the bay from Ban Franciseo,” sald a Wash.
| ington correspopdent
| I wis vngaged in newspaper work on
the coast. at the time In Oakland, fn faot
I wnd | conversant with the particulars
| from p oreonnl knowledyge, though the dis-
civery a' the time exeited but little
interest and sn remarkabie was it that it
| was doubted In some quarters Rubee-
| quently, however, the Jruth was doveloped
The gold bars, 10 an estimated quantity of
0250900 were actually found. but to
they had originally belonged or by whom
| they werg stolen, s st & mystery As it
| happened about ten rears ago | eannot re.
I onll the namws of the parties with aceurgey
though | onos knew theni svery eTort
courss. being made at the *ime 1o keep the
nd' u e oret
“A two story frame houss on Tenth street
n Oakland, was owned and osecupied by a
fammily the head of which at the time in (ues.
tion. and for g grea’ MARY sears, over twenty
1 think, was an employee in the San Fran.
| w0 mint 1 remember the house wall

I The old man died suddenly snd the housa
| was a* onee sold by his heirs  The new

]

TRl

lacing 1 with a business sirueture  In
digging awa the lower walls an Italisn
luborer cams upon & gold bar hidden fu *he
foundstions o coversd bar up with
enrthi and went on dlgging, bt soen un-
v‘r'Lm w0 many othep sacreted bLars that
bis And was .’lu.m-rm by fhree other men
etoploved with him  They ! once entered
N1 o sevre! compaet to collec! the bars they -
[ selves and inform no one elee. eqpocially the
eontractor and the owper, of the great and
unexpected woalth with which they had »o

Italians. 1 think, ‘hey were  sucoess
in getting the gold away frow the preyg;
faes unobserved by others. [he first inth
et thet something of an unusugl na-
ture had happened to these four men was
that they quit work for good and wade
heavy le*lu.rn‘l in real estate T heir
varchases oxcited suspicton, as  they all
md Leen very poor mer. To cut short 8
ong story. however, [t was ascerfained
that they had in fact found the gold, and
they were, under logal advice, cooverting
1t Iinto other property to prevent fhe possi.
ble owner from ving clnim to his origiual

property
{; this they were all succesaful In face,
Jick appeared to be with them No
ne forwsrd to claim the hidden treasure
ery good reason, undoubtediv, thet
wnly  other reon on the face of the
who bad known of its whereabouts
dead Ono man bought & neh in the
centrnl part of the State for 87000 The
Itahiag Jiving in Oakland bought & Ane new
house. furnished 1t juxuriously, paying 1,
for a piat n(nt hnqrt.l his wife an unlin e
mntity of diamond {rualr\
he old sdage. however
brings to its possessor bad luck
proved trae.  In less than Ove years
the ranch owner was bankrupt, and tie
ranch had reverted 1o i oniginal owners
on forsclosuge The Jtallan lost all of his
property un{ returnad to Hye in the
wttgge In Noeth Oakland he had vacated
Yor 1-!.- fine onu’. The only 'h\n, he pre
served to remind high of the J-,\- of his fleet
Ing weaith was & Turkish ryg worth about
#1000, which he placed op the flogr of
vottage. and would not -olr when all else had
gone
Toe third man dissipated all of his wealth
in fast Hving and é-wl-.t' ¢ and died a pauper
in howpita) 1o Seattie  Th
! cannat reocall Recurately
lost all that he had
wier, by the way, dled a4 tiserabl
death alone in a cabin on the Sscrament
Hiver and was buried Ly the town in the
puiter feid
The guld,

slolern
in the

that

[ gok
ond

'
Iy oman

did not
teted 1t in
en from

rightfulls
walis

of fourse
the l.nrx who
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